
The publication has been organized under initiative of  Šilutė District Municipality and Tourism 

Information Centre, in order to provide information for easy access of the area, rich in its culture 

and nature. 

Šilutė district is  in the western part of the Republic of Lithuania, with the Curonian Lagoon and 

Spit reaching the Baltic Sea. Šilutė  district’s cultural heritage is different from the ones of other 

regions of Lithuania. Šilutė, Rusnė, Mingė, Kintai and Ventė are the settlements along the 

Lagoon, famous for many reconstructed buildings of earlier German architecture, and for its 

country homesteads. 

The publication is aimed for the cyclists, who choose to travel on the interval of the Nemunas 

Bicycle Route, which includes Usėnai – Šilininkai – Šilutė – Rusnė (Kintai). Part of the route 

goes on polders.  

Please  take a notice, that this area is a borderland with the Kaliningrad Region  of the Federation 

of Russia. Therefore you need to have your identification documents. 

Lithuania and especially the area along the Lagoon offer quite good conditions  for cycling  trips. 

The scenery  is not too hilly, the roads are quite slow. The cyclists are suggested to choose the 

slowtrafffic, and some of the pedestrian tourist routes. 

Usėnai  

Usėnai  is the municipal centre located 15 km south of Žemaičių Naumiestis at the railway 

“Klaipėda Pagėgiai”.  The Veižas is the river of the village. The assembly of folk – sculptures, 

created by folk painters of the Samogitia  (Lower Lithuania)  region was built in Usėnai  in 1976 

m. It was dedicated to the soldiers of the 16
th

 Lithuanian Division, who fought as a part of the 

Red  Army in the war between the USSR and Germany. 

The memorial consists of 12 oak – wood  sculptures, bearing the motives of the ancient grave 

markers (called “krikštai”)  of the Lagoon area. 

5 km from there, you  might  want to take a break. Some area in this territory has been reserved 

for the establishment of an educational path of the Pleinė Telmological Reserve, which will  

show the swamp ecosystem. 

The slow traffic here allows you to relax and enjoy the surroundings. On your way, you’’ll past 

the forest of Kavoliai, which is famous for its oak – tree. 

Passing the Usėnai memorial, you sgould go towards the grocery store. There you will find a 

road sign pointing to Galzdonai, on a good quality gravel road to the left. 

Galzdonai 



Galzdonai borders on the Kaliningrad Region along the river Nemunas. There is a peat bog and a 

Botanical – Zoological Reserve. The Galzdonai Botanical Reserve preserves the unique river 

dunes and sandy meadows, where rare plants and threatened species and ecosystems are found. 

Take the right turn in Galzdonai at the road sign (“Rusnė 23 km”) and continue in the territory 

of the meadows on a softer gravel road. There you  can have a look at the system of summer 

polders. Once  you come to the Veržė water controlling  station, there you will have  two 

options: go on gravel road directly to Šilininkai, or turn left just past the station and continue on 

the fishermen‘s paths. 

 

Namunas Delta Regional  Park  

Total area is 29 000 ha. The park was established  in 1992, with the purpose to preserve the 

Nemunas Delta landscape, natural ecosystem  and cultural heritage. In 1993 the territory of the 

park  has been included in the international Ramsar Conventiohn, which aiks to preserve swamps 

and wetlands, where migrant birds stay. 

Šilininkai 

It is  nice area to take a break, maybe to have a swim,or even stay for a night. There is a camping 

place with small houses available. You might also  decide to cycle  further along the 

embankment by the Nemunas. On the other bank of the river you willsee another  country : the 

Kaliningrad Region of the Federation of Russia and a settlement of Jasnoje (Kaukėnai). 



After you leave the camping place in Šilininkai, ride for another 4 km  and turn right into  the 

sandy path until the gravel road, which will lead you to Paleičiai. 

Žiogai Hydrographical Reserve 

There unique dunes and sandy areas of the river where rare plants and threatened species and 

eosystems can be found. Some of the species are included into the Red Book of Lithuania. 

Past the bridge on the left side you will see the water controlling station. Turn right there at the 

sign pointing to Paleičiai. 

After you leave Paleičiai, the gravel  road will continue to Šilutė. Hard paving of  the road 

makes it easier to cycle on. The scenery changes constantly. 

The forest of Kūlynai 

The forest is made up mostly of pine, birch, alm, juniper and adler trees. Deer are frequently 

spotted here, as well as moose,wild boars,foxes,martens, squirrels  and    cockd of the wood. You 

can also see grey  cranes and other rare birds in the mesdows. 

 

Up  until Užliekniai you need to follow thw path witout taking any turns. Upon arrival in 

Užliekniai, you will see a sign pointing to Juknaičiai or Sausgalvia. If you are going to 

Šilutė,continue cycling on ahead. 

Užliekniai 



The cycling should be enjoyable, as the scenery is unique, You can see the typical country 

architecture of Lithuania Minor. The sights might charm  you so much that you will soon find 

yourself pas Vileikiai and approaching the forest of Pagryniai. Take a notice that on the left side, 

a cycling track starts, which you are informed about in advance by the road signs. 

Pagryniai 

The village is in the territory of Šilutė municipality. Pagryniai is 4 km South from Šilutė. There 

are three Evangelical-Lutheran cemeteries and  an old Orthodox cemetery. The famous Pagryniai 

24-metre – high 300-year-old oak-treecan be found in šilutė not far from Stadion St on the left 

side of the  road  ‘‘Šilutė-Pagryniai‘‘. The oak‘s diameter is 1,5 m; it is 4.85 m in length round 

the trunk. In 1960 it was designated as a special monument of nature. 

Past the sign, where the town of Šilutė begins, you have two options. The first is to turn left at 

the intersection, not yet entering Šilutė, and continue in the direction of rusnė. The second option 

is to carry on cycling to Šilutė, where you face two further options: to take Žalgirio Street to the 

end of it, the central street of the town. But you can also choose to take the bridge over the river 

Šyša and turn left, cycling down the hill, and then continue on an embankment. Going this way 

you will reach the  main attraction of will the manor of H. Šojaus and the Šilutė Tourism and 

Business Information Centre. It will give you more information about the town and the area. 

Šilutė 

Šilutė is in the westren part of Lithuania, to the South of Klaipėda. It is the centre of the region. 

The following towns can, be accessed from Šilutė: Rusnė,Kintai, Žemaičių Naumiestis, Pagėgiai 

and  Klaipėda. On the southern part of Šilutė you can find the river Šyša. The town was formed 

out of four former villages: Šilokarčema, Verdainė, Žibai and Cintjoniškiai. In 1923 the town‘s 

name Šilokarčema was changed to Šilutė. On Jan 19, 1923, the Seym in Šilutė issued the 

declaration of the Klaipėda region (and Šilutė) to join Lithuania. In 1939 Šilutė was annexed by 

Germany. O Sept 27, 1941 Šilutė was give The Town Rights. Shortly after, on Oct 10, 1944, it 

was occupied by the Soviet Red Army. 

Šilutė has quite a few monuments of architecture: the Fire Department buiūlding (22 

Lietuvininkų St) , a former manor of H. Šojus (2 Lietuvininkų St), dwelling houses (22,25 

Lietuvininkų St, 4 Rusnės St). In 1988  a repousse dedicated to Vydūnas was made by sculptor 

A. Žukauskas (5 Tilžės St.). In 1989 a memorial plaque, marking the signing of the declaration 

joining the Klaipėda region to Lithuania on Jan 19,1923, was placed on the building No 2 

Žemaičių Naumiesčio  Street. In  1996  a monument  (destroyed in 1946) dedicated to H. 

Zudermann was rebuilt. In 1997 a memorial plaque, dedicated to Klaipėda region book- 

smugglers, Sekuna, was placed  on the building of 27 Tilžės St., and one to  commemorate J. 

Lėbartas, a  member of Lithuania  Minor Salvation Committee, on No 4 Geležinkelio St. The 

Evangelical-Lutheran   church is worth visiting for its valuable art monuments. 



After šilutė, continue to Rusnė. You need to take  Lietuvinkų street (the main street of Šilutė) 

and carry on until the bridge. Traverse the bridge and turn left past the hospital. Continue cycling 

through the territory of the flooded meadows. However, mind the intensive traffic in tis interval 

of the narrow road and better not hurry. There are only 8 km left until Rusnė. 

3 km away from Šilutė,you will reach a long bridge over a small channel. The bridge was built 

for crossing the meadows, which are flooded in spring. It  is called Šlažai Bridge (named  after  

Šlažai village) or else the Bridge of the President Grinius. 

1,5 km past the bridge, on the left side, the forest of Žalgiriai starts. 

 

Žalgiriai Educational Path 

It is built in the landscape reserve of Žalgiriai  village. The aim of the reserve is to preserve and 

exploit the last remaining village of the former major swamper‘s colony. The path is good for 

cycling. 

Rusnė  

The town is situated 8 km South- West of Šilutė, in the  Nemunas Delta, where the river Rusnė 

branches into the Atmata and Skirvytė. In 1419 a wooden church was built. Timber used to be 

transported on the river Nemunas from Greater Lithuania past Rusnė. In 1946 Rusnė was gyven 

The Town Rights. The Evangelical- Lutheran church, built in 1809, is the architectural 

monument of the area. 



Past the bridge, each tourist faces a dilemma: where to start the sightseeing trip on the Rusnė 

island. The first option is to start from the furthest landmark, Uostadvaris, then visit observation 

towers and K.Banys Ethnographical Homestead of a Fisher man, and finally reach Rusnė. There, 

you can visit the Evangelical-Lutheran church and the old cemetery behind it, see the remains of 

the old bridge or have a swim in the place where the Nemunas branches. Another option is to 

start the trip in Rusnė, and take time to cycle through the whole island. For detailed information 

about Rusnė pease visit the Nemunas Delta Regional Park Information Centre. 

Uostadvaris 

Uostadvaris is village on the left bank of the  Atmata, 6 km North-west of Rusnė. Lithuanians 

called it Uostadvaris, while Germans- Kuwertshof. In 1907 a while Germans- Kuwertshof. In 

1907 a water controlling station was built on the split river Vilkinė. This station was the first 

building of such kind in the territory of Lithuania. At present it is the museum of Rusnė polders. 

Later, a lighthouse (in 1873) was built. You can still find a well presvered redbrcked lighthoude 

tower there. Some years ago  a house for the lighthouse guard has been attached to the lighthouse 

tower: it appears  to be a typical dwelling type of house ihn the territory of Rusnė. Therefore , the 

house is an inseparatable part of the monument. The lighthouse at present is an observation 

tower. 

From Uostadvaris, continue cycling on a gravel road, which will take you to the  bridge over 

the river Pakalnė. Past the  bridge, you can choose to turn right and visit the Nemunas Delta 

Regional Park Information Centre. If you turn left, soon you will come to the ethnographical 

homestead of a fisherman. 

Ethnographical Homestead of a Fisherman 

It is a typical homestead of a fishermanfarmer composed of three buildings : a dwelling house, 

stable (with a barn), and a woodshed. The mission of the homestead is to depict the past of rusnė 

island in the 19th – beginnig of the 20th c, showing the domestic life of the former local people 

who were mostly Lietuvininkai. 

Skirvytėlė 

This is the only  village of Šilutė region, which is a Lithuanian monument of architecture. 

Skirvytėlė has been inhabited since the end of the 16th c. A former village which stretches in the 

valley of Pakalnė and Vorusnė, is enriched by hilly scenery, with wooden houses, built in the end 

of the 19th c. 

Rusnė Evanelical- Lutheran Churh 

In 1419 an Evangelical – Lutheran church was built (this number is inscribed on a weathercock 

on the church tower). It had first been a wooden church but was rebuilt in 1803. The style of 



brick-laying is very similar to the Crusaders castles‘ (walls are thick, ceiling is arched). Across 

the street there is the Ethno-Cultural Centre of Rusnė Island, where souvenirs are for sale. 

The Remains of the Old  Bridge and the Rusnė Bridge 

In front of the remains of the old bridge, which was blown up in 1944, there is a recently 

reconstructed post office. At the intersection, you can see the old authentic  street  lamp. You are 

surrounded here by beatiful sights : to the right, the river Nemunas branches split into the Atmata 

and the Skirvytėlė, while on the left, the Atmata joins the  Curonian Lagoon with the new bridge 

(built in 1974) in the background. Before this, Rusnė could be accessed only by a ferry. 

After you have visited the Rusnė Island,you might go back to Šilutė and continue your trip to 

Kintai. From Rusnė, once you  cross the bridge over the river Šyša, turn left at the intersectin. At 

the  Dairy Plant of Šilutė turn left into the road heading to Kintai. Past the vicinity of the private 

gardens the road, but the cycling will not be difficult. 

On your way from Šilutė to Ventė Cape you might visit the Mingė (Minija) village, the so called                 

‘‘ Lithuanian Venice‘‘ . At the  9th km, you can visit the Aukštumalė  Educational Path. 

 

Minija (Mingė) village 

Its dwellings are located on both sides of the Lower Minija has been mentioned in written 

sources since the 17th c, while present houses were built in the end of the 19th beginning of the 

20th c. In the village, be sure to notice the typical architecture of earlier fishermen‘s houses of 

the Curonian Lagoon are. The front of each house is turned to the „streer“- the river Minija. 



 

Kintai  

Kintai is small town is located 16 km West of Šilutė and 10 km North of Ventė. In 1705 it 

became the centre of the parish. In the same year the parish school was opened near the church. 

In 1888-1892, Vydūnas, who represented Lithuanian writings, worked at the school as a teacher. 

The significant building is the Cultural Centre of Vydūnas. Actually, it is a former Kintai parish 

school (nor a museum) where all the information about Vydūnas and history of Kintai parish can 

be found. If you are interested in seeing the famous Kintai thuja- tree (18- metre-high), you need 

to go to the direction of  Kintai  forestry office. 

While heading to Ventė, you will soon arrive at the intersection. Continue on a meander road for 

about 2 km, and on the left side of the  road you will see a very old cemetry of Muižė village. In 

the centre of the cemetry, under a big many- branched oak- tree , there is the grave of Ernest 

Wilhelm Beerbohm, who was the one who started the etnographical unique: weathercocks ofthe 

Curonian Lagoon are. 

Ventė 

In 1360, Hennig Schindekopf, Marshal of the Teutonic Order, built a brick castle and called it 

Windeburg. After the Meln Treaty in 1522, the castle of Ventė  lost its military pupose and 

started decaying as the waters cinstantly washed over it. In 1595 only ruins of the castle could be 

found. In 1827, the castle remains were 200 metres away from the coast and 6 metres under 



water. A water  controlling station was built in 1880, a wooden lighthouse- in  1827 (rebuilt of 

bricks in 1863). 

Millions of different kinds of birds fly in and out of Ventė Cape each spring and autumn. In 1929 

the bird- ringing station was built here. At present, there is also an ichthyologic laboratory, a 

meteorological   station and a museum an ichthyologic laboratory, a meteorological station and 

museum. 

Ornithological Station of Ventė Cape 

One of the oldest stations in Europe was established in 1929. Ventė Cape is on the major rout of 

bird migration. The first method of ringing birds was to throw nets on the bushes to catch them. 

Since 1931 birds have been ringed with rings inscribed with the word ‘‘ Lithuania‘‘. 

In the station there is a museum, where you can see the huge bird trap equipment. The  biggest 

clatter of birds in ventė can be heard  during the  months of August and september. 

Lighthouse of Ventė Capa 

In 1837, a wooden lighthouse with a  huge oil lamp was built. It has been rebuilt several times. 

There are old ornamented metal stairs  leading to the top of the lighthouse of Ventė Cape is a 

heritage monument and is under governmental protection. 


